1940s — A Choir is Born

Formation of Whipton Choral
Society at All Saints’ Parish
Church, Whipton

Rev. W. Hammond Croft was Choir
Master & Conductor

Thomas Arundel-Timms appointed
Conductor
April concert — Stainer Crucifixion, December concert - Bach
with soloists and accompanist Christmas Oratorio, with string
Sidney Johnson orchestra

1945

1943

1947

1946 | 1948

World War Il ends

Rehearsals moved to Whipton
Infant School




1950s — A Choir In Crisis

The choir’s first performances
of Mendelssohn Elijah &

Handel Messiah

1951

Two concerts cancelled and
choir numbers very low

1952

1953

The sole performance this
year was guaranteed by 24
choir members for 10 shillings
each

£14 raised for the
Reconstruction Fund of St
Sidwell’'s Parish Church

1954

1957

1959

Gordon Mingo appointed
Chorus Master and the choir’s
music making began to revive

A busy year with two concerts
and two carol services

The choir ceased to function
under Exeter Education
Authority’s FE scheme




1960s — A Time of Tensions

A January social with a dance
band was held at St Sidwell’s;
a small loss was made Membership had reached 48
An Autumn Fair was held at Sopranos complained that the Critics were giving poor
St Sidwell’s to help revive the tenors had overpowered them reviews, which the Chorus
choir’s finance at the last concert! Master felt were unwarranted
| 1961 | 1963 | 1968
1960 | 1962 | 1964 ?
A performance of Handel It was reported the Nov ‘62 The Choir’s first performance
Samson made a loss of concert of Mozart Twelfth of Brahms Requiem, with
£16.18s.3d. There was Mass had made a loss of Lionel Dakers conducting
concern over the costs of £27.9s.9d.
soloists The Nov ‘63 concert of
Mendelssohn Elijah made a
profit of £7.13s.2d.




1970s — Consolidating the Cholr

From 1975, lively social events

were held at St Thomas’ Methodist
The UK decimalised its Church Community Room, with May concert — Haydn Creation,
currency on 15 February games such as musical chairs entry by programme was 50p
1973 1977

1971

April concert included Vivaldi Gloria
— singing in Latin was a new
challenge!

1975

1979

HM The Queen’s Silver Jubilee
concert — Handel Zadok the Priest
& Brahms Requiem

Choir membership increased to 62




1980s — Transitions and Transformations

Heather joined the
Committee, having joined the
choir in 1969. She is still a
choir member

The choir received support
from the Exeter Arts Council

Rehearsals moved to St
Stephen’s Church, High
Street

1982

1983

1984

1986

1987

1989

The choir’s 40t anniversary
concert included Stainer
Crucifixion. This was Gordon
Mingo’s last concert

Choir membership had
increased to 70

Arthur Bending appointed
Chorus Master & Conductor

The choir performed in the
Exeter Festival




1990s — Joyful Jubilees

50th anniversary concerts included
Mozart Coronation Mass &

Mendelssohn Elijah
The choir’s first performance of Choir members included Moira, Carole appointed Chair of the
Rossini Petite Messe Solonelle. Barbara, Ruth, Heather & Carole Committee, a role she fulfilled until
Entry by programme £2.50 who are all still singing with us 25 she became President in 2013
‘ years later!
| 1992 | 1996 |
1991 § 1993 § 1997
The repertoire branches out with Performances moved to
Schubert Mass in A flat and Southernhay United Reformed
Pergolesi Magnificat Church (where we will return in
December 2018)




2000s — A New Millennium

declined to 33

Choir membership had

Stephen Tanner’s
appointment gave the choir
new impetus

The choir’s first website set
up by the Secretary, David

Concerts now in support of a
chosen charity, the first being

Concerts moved to St James’
Church; the first at the new
venue was Mendelssohn

Concert tickets cost £6

Childline

Elijah

2003

2005

2008

2002

2004

The choir namé changed to
Exeter Choral Society

Andrew Downton joined as
pianist & organ accompanist

Performances moved to St
Michael & All Angels,
Heavitree

2007

The choir achieved charitable
status, boosting our finances

First concert with the Clifton
String Quartet accompanying
the choir, with leader Julie Hill

Laurence BIyth‘ appointed
Musical Director

Gwen Martin joined as
rehearsal pianist

Rehearsals moved to St Mary
Arches Church and choir
numbers reached 57




2010s — A Choir for Today and Tomorrow

Choir numbers have
December concert - Handel exceeded 100. Audience
Messiah, with a record 91 numbers continue to grow
choir members ey Geliesi - Bl Yvonne becomes May concert included Mozart
- o - Ein Deutsches Requiem Treasurer and Matthew
Social activity revives when _achall Hoduie C h | Coronation Mass; the next
ANn oraanises annual auiz a challenge singing in ann our rehearsa :
i) COlgpeltlis: q German! pianist concert will be Mendelssohn
nights and dinners ' Elijah
| 2011 § 2014 | 2017
e ®& & & 6 6 o
2010 § 2012 | 2016 | 2018

Rehearsals move to the lan elected Chair of the Collaboration with Exmouth

Palace Gate Centre, Trustees and Mark and Wellington Choral

South Street Baptist elected Secretary Societies, performing Vaughan

Church Williams’ A Sea Symphony in

Choir numbers back Exeter Cathedral in support of

down to 68 RNLI




Exeter Choral Society — Conductors and Musical Directors

2008 to
1943 1948 1983 1986 2002

REV W. THOMAS GORDON After Mr. ARTHUR STEPHEN LAURENCE
HAMMOND ARUNDEL- MINGO Mingo’s BENDING TANNER BLYTH is
CROFT was TIMMS appointed death, a appointed appointed Musical
the founding appointed Chorus series of Conductor Musical Director
Conductor of Conductor Master, with Chorus Director
Whipton guest Masters &
Choral conductors, Conductors
Society principally including

BIOIN oD IAN WARD

WIS e and RODNEY

LIONEL DINGLE

DAKERS



Exeter Choral Society — Rehearsal Venues

1943 - 1947 1947 - 1959 1959 - 1987 1987 - 2008 2008 - 2011 2011 to present

All Saints’ Parish Whipton Infants’ St Sidwell’s St Stephen’s St Mary Arches Palace Gate

Church, Whipton School Parish Church Church, High Church, Exeter Centre, South
Street - Street Baptist
until closed for Church

refurbishment



Exeter Choral Society — Concert Venues

M 1947 -1959 § 1959-1995 @ 1990-1994 @ 1996-2002 B 2003-2007 @ 2007 -2018 Deggster

First St Mark’s St Sidwell’'s Additional Southern- St Michael St James’ Next
concerts at Church, Parish carol hay United and All Church, concert at
Mount Pinhoe Church concerts in Reformed Angels, Mount Southern-
Pleasant Road St Thomas’ Church Heavitree Pleasant ha)]: Unit%d
Methodist URC CR:ﬁuor::rRe
Church and

and Heavitree

All Saints’ Parish

Parish Church

Church,

Whipton



